
 The Georgia Theatre Conference com-
munity said farewell to one of its own on Octo-
ber 26, 2010 when founding president Don Kor-
decki of Cartersville passed away.  In the mid-
1960s, Kordecki, 78, joined Leighton Ballew, 
Jim Sligh, Vic Lambert, and others in pursuit of 
a vision for a statewide network of theatre pro-
fessionals and educators.  Their collective vi-
sion gave birth to our organization, and Kor-
decki served as our first and third presidents.  
GTC recognized him with the Leighton M. 
Ballew Award for Distinguished Service to 
Theatre in Georgia in 1997, but his contribu-

tions to theatre extended well beyond our organization.   
 Kordecki had a tremendous influence on the arts in north Geor-
gia.  Shortly after his arrival in Cartersville in 1961 as the manager of 
radio station WKRW, he appeared in a production of Our Town, and 
helped to form the Dramateurs.  In the mid-1970’s he was one of the 
founders of the Pumphouse Players.  Over the past half-century, his 
talents as actor, director, and technician were featured in these organi-
zations as well as the Red Top Mountain Players, The Cartersville City 
Ballet, The Pumped Up Players and the Grand Theatre Opera Com-
pany.  It was at The Grand where his legacy to the Cartersville commu-
nity will be most lasting.  In the late 1980’s, he oversaw the renovation 
of that historic movie theatre into a performing arts venue.  He served 
as the facility’s technical director for more than a decade.  Family who 
received friends at Owen’s Funeral Home in Cartersville included his 
adult children, grandchildren, his sister and brother-in-law, and his wife 
Ollene, also a familiar face to GTC.   
 For more information about Don’s passing, you may want to 
read Marie Nesmith’s article from The Daily Tribune News at  The Daily 
Tribune News - Kordecki remembered for contributions to Cartersville s 
arts community .  Rest in peace, Don.  You are sorely missed.  
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In Memoriam: Georgia Theatre Conference Mourns the Passing of 2 Past Presidents 

Our period of mourning at GTC continued as 
we received word that long-time Georgia State 
University Theatre Director and former Georgia 
Theatre Conference President James Sligh 
died on December 2, 2010 after an extended 
illness.  Sligh, 87, was a World War II veteran 
with service in both the United States  Army 
and the United States Air Force Reserve dur-
ing and after the war.  He then completed a 

bachelor’s degree at the University of Georgia, 
and a Master’s degree at Emory University.  He 

was a public school teacher for six years before making the transition to 
Georgia State University where he served as Dean of Student Affairs 
and directed the GSU Players for 31 years. During his tenure at GSU, 
Sligh produced, designed, directed and/or acted in more than 150 pro-
ductions.  Jim served as Georgia Theatre Conference President in 
1975, and was a familiar face at annual conventions until just a few 
years ago when his health prevented him from being able to attend.  He 
was recognized with the Leighton M. Ballew Award for Outstanding Ser-
vice to Theatre in Georgia at the 1988 convention.  As a member of the 
Theatre Critics of Atlanta, and a critic for local radio and television, his 
influence was felt throughout the Atlanta Theatre Community.  
 Sligh is survived by his wife, Suzanne A. Sligh, his children, 
Julie Sligh Williams (Atlanta), James E. Sligh, Jr. (Tucson, AZ), Jennifer 
Sligh Lorenz (Woodstock) and 7 grandchildren. A memorial service is 
was held Tuesday, December 7 at Northside United Methodist Church 
in Atlanta.  In lieu of flowers, the family has asked that  donations be 
sent to Children International or to a favorite charity.   
 The Atlanta Journal-Constitution published a tribute to Sligh on 
Saturday, December 4.  You can read the article online at 
 http://www.ajc.com/news/james-e-sligh-sr-766882.html. Our thoughts 
and prayers go out to his family during their time of loss.  We miss you, 
Jim.   

Founding President Don Kordecki (1931 - 2010) 

Kordecki as Jacob Mar-

ley, in the 2007 produc-
tion of A Christmas Carol.   
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2010 Leighton M. Ballew Award 

Ware Receives GTC’s Highest Honor 

Longtime Gainesville 
High School Theatre 
Director Pam Ware 
was recognized by 
the Past Presidents of 
the Georgia Theatre 
Conference with the 
organization’s highest 
honor. The Leighton 
Ballew Award for Dis-
tinguished Service to 
Theatre in Georgia is 
presented annually at 
the discretion of the 
Past Presidents.   

Ware, in her 42nd year of teaching, remains one of the most ener-
getic and ambitious theatre teachers in Georgia, directing as many 
as ten productions per year.  In addition to dedicating a lifetime of 
service to the students of Gainesville High School, Ware has shared 
her talents in leadership with the Educational Theatre Association 
via International Thespians and the Georgia Thespian Conference. 
She received the Award from friend and colleague Ray Horne.   

SETC 45-Minute Festival Showcases Seventeen Plays 

Two Schools to Represent Georgia 
at 2011 SETC Festival  

Gainesville High School Theatre Director Pam Ware 
accepts the 2010 Leighton Ballew Award for Out-
standing Service to Theatre in Georgia from GTC 
Past President Ray Horne 

 The 2010 convention of the Georgia Theatre Conference is be-
hind us now, but for Milton High School in metro Atlanta, and Harlem High 
School in Richmond County, the work of taking a play to festival is just 
beginning.  Milton High School’s EURIDYCE and Harlem High School’s 
THE THIRTY-NINE STEPS will represent Georgia at the Southeastern 
Theatre Conference annual Secondary School Theatre Festival, slated for 
Atlanta in March of 2011.  These two productions were selected from sev-
enteen plays that participated in the SETC 45-Minute Play Festival at the 
Savannah Convention in October.  Congratulations to the cast and crew 
of each show, and to directors Larry Smith (Milton High School) and Roy 
Lewis (Harlem High School).  Winners in the 45-minute play festival in-
cluded: 

BEST PLAYS   THE 39 STEPS  

    Harlem High School 

RUNNER-UP   EURYDICE 

    Milton High School 

BEST DIRECTOR  Roy Lewis (Harlem HS)  

    THE 39 STEPS 
 
ACTING AWARDS 

BEST ACTOR:    Camden County HS SCOOTER THOMAS MAKES  

         IT TO THE TOP OF THE WORLD Dennis Wright  Daniel Shanahan 

BEST ACTRESS:   Milton HS  EURYDICE   Eurydice   Anna Caudle 

BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS: Davidson Fine Art HS ON THE DAY & THE DAYS  

         THAT FOLLOWED   Tracy   Calen Duncan 

BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR: Harlem HS  THE 39 STEPS   Clown 1 & Clown 2 Bu Birdsong & Kyle Odom 

PRODUCTION AWARDS 

BEST DIRECTOR   Roy Lewis (Harlem HS) THE 39 STEPS 

BEST TECHNICAL SHOW  Harlem HS  THE 39 STEPS 

BEST COSTUME DESIGN                   Harlem HS THE 39 STEPS 

BEST ENSEMBLE   Davidson Fine Arts HS ON THE DAY & DAYS THAT FOLLOWED 

BEST CREW   Milton HS  EURYDICE 

BEST PROPS   Perry HS   GREATER TUNA 

ALL STAR CAST  

Ola High School   BABY      Grandpa   Kasey O’Barr 

Savannah Country Day  I NEVER SAW ANOTHER BUTTERFLY  Honza #3   Galen Schneider 
Lambert HS   PROPERTY RITES    Kyle   Sean Bishop 

Glynn Academy HS   OZ     Beth   Heather Brissey 

Locust Grove HS   SPRINGTIME    Rainbow   Amanda Worthington 

Henry County HS   RUNNING UPSTREAM   David   Jacob McKee 

Tri Cities HS   THE 25TH ANNUAL ...SPELLING BEE  Mitch Mahoney  Erron Crawford 

Camden County   SCOOTER THOMAS...   Scooter   Gabriel Slusser 

Perry HS    GREATER TUNA    Thurston et. al.   Ryan Sichelstiel 

Harlem HS   THE 39 STEPS    Richard Hannay  Aaron Johnson 

Bristol Oaks HS   I NEVER SAW ANOTHER BUTTERFLY  Honza   Jonathan Elmore 

Mt. Vernon Presbyterian HS  ANTIGONE NOW    Creon   Brandon Gomer 

West Forsyth HS   THE 39 STEPS    Anabelle/Pamela  Kaitlyn Koehler 

Franklin County HS   MACBETH: A TALE OF DARKNESS  Banquo   Andrew Frederick 

Dekalb School of Arts  LOVE’S LABOURS LOST   Birowne   Mickey Cole 

Milton HS   EURYDICE    Father   Spencer Maxwell 

Davidson Fine Arts HS  ON THE DAY & THE DAYS THAT FOLLOWED Robert   Daniel Wright 

Greater Atlanta Christian School THE 25TH ANNUAL ...SPELLING BEE  Mitch Mahoney  Austin Crute 

Harlem    THE 39 STEPS    Annabelle/Pamela  Caitin Downing 

Tri Cities    THE 25TH ANNUAL ...SPELLING BEE  William Barfee  Siddig Kelley/Christopher Williams 

Convention 2010:  The Winter of our Discontent 
Made Glorious Summer, Indeed! 

The 2004 GTC Convention in Savannah was one of the last times that 

Kordecki and Sligh were both in attendance.  This picture was taken at 

the 2004 Past Presidents Luncheon.  L to R:  Kordecki (Past President, 

1964 & 1966), Wray Kessel (1972), Sligh (1975), Vic Lambert (1986), 

Ray Horne (1992), and Dean Slusser (2002-2005).  Kessel died in 2008. 

The 2010 convention in Savannah is already a distant memory for 
many of us, but before we turn our attention to our 2011 convention 
in Statesboro, we need to take a moment to thank our hosts in Sa-
vannah.  Kudos to Pete Mellen, Pam Sears and the staff and stu-
dents at Armstrong Atlantic State University Theatre for another out-
standing Savannah convention.  We also need to thank Kelly Miley 
and the Savannah Children’s Theatre for hosting the Theatre For 
Youth Festival and other activities at Convention 2010.  It’s not too 
early to be thinking about what you might offer at the 2011 conven-
tion.  Mark your calendars now for October 13—15 in Statesboro, 
Georgia—be be thinking about what workshop(s) you might offer! 

GHSA FESTIVAL RESULTS 
BEST PLAY  RECKLESS  

   Warner Robins High School   

RUNNER-UP  WOLF CHILD:  THE CORRECTION OF JOSEPH 

   Manchester High School   

BEST DIRECTOR  Noel Jordan (Manchester HS)  

   WOLF CHILD: THE CORRECTION OF JOSEPH 

 

 

ACTING AWARDS 

BEST ACTOR    Manchester HS   WOLF CHILD: THE        

              CORRECTION OF JOSEPH       Wolf  Child Joseph Shawn Parris 

BEST ACTRESS     Warner Robins HS   RECKLESS     Rachel   Brittni Foskey  

BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR Brookstone School   THE BOYS NEXT DOOR   Norman Bulansky  Ross Hunter  

BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS  Murray County HS   TUCKER'S RIDGE    Stacy Beth Beecher Courtney Bauer   
PRODUCTION AWARDS  
BEST ENSEMBLE   Manchester High School  WOLF CHILD 

BEST SET -   Whitefield Academy   LOST IN YONKERS 

BEST COSTUMES   Manchester High School  WOLF CHILD 

BEST  TECHNICAL PRODUCTION Warner Robins HS   RECKLESS 

BEST CREATIVE PROP   Hardaway High School  THE DINING ROOM The Flipping Picture  

ALL STAR CAST  

Murray County HS         TUCKER’S RIDGE    Luke Case  Tim Doughney,    

North Cobb Christian School      THE WONDER HAT    Punchinello  Jordan Taylor 

Manchester High School        WOLF CHILD: THE CORRECTION OF JOSEPH Julia   Danielle Willette,         

Warner Robins HS   RECKLESS    Lloyd   Blake Copeland, . 

Warner Robins HS         RECKLESS    Tom, Jr.   Matt Tatman,  

Hardaway HS           THE DINING ROOM   Aggie, Clare, Ruth  Olivia Hercules 

Eastside HS          STILL LIFE WITH IRIS   Bolt Bender / Mr. Himtoo Thiree Pinnock,         

Eastside HS   STILL LIFE WITH IRIS   Hazel / Gretta Good Kelsey Dabney,    

Whitefield Academy  LOST IN YONKERS    Louie   Teague Dean 

Brookstone School   THE BOYS NEXT DOOR   Arnold Wiggins  Colston Kemp, 

A capacity crowd filled the Fine Arts Auditorium at Armstrong Atlan-

tic State University for the 2010 Georgia Theatre Conference Awards! 

Tech Challenge Results 
Milton High School had a very successful trip to the 2010 Georgia Theatre Conference at Armstrong Atlantic State University in Savannah. 
In addition to being selected as a participant in the 2011 SETC Secondary School Theatre Festival, the group took home championship 
honors in the 2nd Annual GTC Tech Challenge, placing first in nearly every category of the competition.  Camden County High School 
placed 2nd in the overall competition.  Full results of the 2010 Tech Challenge appear below: 
 
Costume Quick Change 
       1st place   Milton High School 
       2nd place Kierra Swallows, Camden County High School 
 
Knot Tying 
       1st place  Nardja Owens, Davidson Fine Arts 
       2nd place Milton High School 
 
Light Hang/Focus 
       1st place Milton High School 
       2nd place Corey Thimlar, Camden County High School 

Sewing a Button 
       1st place  Milton High School 

       2nd place Lambert High School 
 

Drop Fold 
       1st place Milton High School 

       2nd place Camden County High School 
 

Overall Team  
       1st place Milton High School 

       2nd place Camden County High School 

YOUTH DIVISION 
NEWS 

At the 2010 Georgia Theatre Conference 

Awards, Savannah Children’s Theatre’s own 

Kelie Miley was recognized by GTC’s  Thea-

tre For Youth Division for hosting two days of 

performances and workshops.   In addition to 

the duties of hosting the event, Kelie’s thea-

tre group presented two shows, and she 

served as the respondent for the perform-

ances.  Kudos — and a very special thank you — go to Ms. Miley for her service to the 2010 GTC Convention and the Theatre for Youth 

Division! 

COLLEGE & UNIVERSITY REPORT 
SETC Screening Auditions 

291 participants     87 passed (30%) 
              6 alternates 

High Score Awards 
Elizabeth Telford (Shorter College)   77 of 84 
Ronald W. King (SCAD)     75 of 84 
 

Design Competition Winner 
Mark Bailey (Berry College) 

COMMUNITY DIVISION AWARDS  
 

BEST PLAY            EARLY FROST  

Arts Center Theatre (Moultrie, GA) 
ALTERNATE          A BETROTHAL 

   Skin of Our Teeth Players (St. Marys, GA) 
BEST ACTRESS      Mary Norman as Louise  

   EARLY FROST (Arts Center Theatre) 

BEST ACTOR    Jason Hill as Kermit Wasserman  

   A BETROTHAL (Skin of Our Teeth Players) 

BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS 
   Connie Fritz as Hannah  

   EARLY FROST (Arts Center Theatre) 

SPECIAL AWARDS FOR OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCES BY YOUTH ACTORS   

   Mimi Bair & Maegan Bair  

   EARLY FROST (Arts Center Theatre) 

BEST STAGE MANAGER:                  Lennie Flowers 

EARLY FROST (Arts Center Theatre) 

The Arts Center Theatre in Moultrie, Georgia won 

the GTC 2010 Community Theatre Festival award 

for Best Play. The company of EARLY FROST will rep-

resent Georgia at SETC in Atlanta in March. 

GTC Past President Dean Slusser recently published a book on theatre ad-
judication.  The text, available through Dramatic Publishing Company, 
brings his insight and experience to the purpose and philosophy of theatre 

adjudication.  Former GTC Board member Elaine Malone 
calls it “an essential and indispensible book for everyone 
involved in teaching theatre; I daresay it should be REQUIRED read-
ing.”  The book was also reviewed and endorsed by Robert Hansen, 
Associate Dean and former Chair of the Theatre Department at the 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro.  Adjudicating Theatre 
Performance is an excellent resource for better understanding the 
adjudicator's role, or improving your individual skills. 

GEORGIA THEATRE CONFERENCE 2010 CONFERENCE-WIDE 
HONOREES  

LEIGHTON BALLEW AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THEATRE IN GEORGIA       
Pam Ware (Gainesville High School) 

GEORGIA THEATRE CONFERENCE HALL OF FAME  
          Pam Ware (Gainesville High School) 

ORIGINAL ONE ACT PLAYWRIGHT AWARD WINNERS  
                Zack Calhoon for PAINT (Professional /University) 

  Ethan Glass (Cook High School) for CHARLES DICKENS’ A CHRISTMAS CAROL (Secondary) 
GTC’s GOT TALENT:     

         Laura Cusker (Warner Robins High School) singing “Nothing” from A CHORUS LINE 

Laura Cusker (WRHS)  

performs in  

GTC’s GOT TALENT. 

G.R.E.A.T. FELLOWS 2010 INDUCTEES 
 

H. Duke Guthrie (Fellow)    Karen Berman (Assoc)     Eddie Collins (Assoc) 
 Haley Rice (Assoc)     Larry McDonald (Assoc)     Krystal Kennel (Assoc) 

  Judy Leavell (Honorary) 

The Cook High School 
Theatre Wing recently 
produced the all-new ad-
aptation of Charles Dick-
ens's holiday classic A 
CHRISTMAS CAROL 
conceived and written by 
Secondary One Act Play 
winner Ethan Glass.  We 
are certain that Glass, a student at CHS, was 
thrilled to see his work come to life on stage.   

Secondary Playwright Sees Award-Winning 
Script in Local Production! 

GTC BOARD MEMBER BECOMES PUBLISHED AUTHOR 

The RECKLESS cast reacts to the GHSA Festival Best Play Award 

Savannah Children’s 
Theatre’s Kelie Miley was 
recognized for her contri-
butions to this year’s 
Theatre For Youth Divi-
sion. 

FISHER AGREES TO SER±9 !{ ά/hat!b¸ 
a99¢LbDέ tIh¢hDw!tI9R 

Robert Fisher of Warner Robins attended his first 
Georgia Theatre Conference this year in Savannah. 
He had a blast!  Robert, the husband of Secondary 

School Theatre Division Chair, (and Warner Robins High School Di-
rector) Tammy Fisher, handled hospitality for our secondary festival 
adjudicators, and helped in a number of other areas.  He also hap-
pened to bring his camera to the GTC Awards Ceremony on Saturday 
evening.  It was through his efforts that we were able to provide so 
many photos in this edition of Company Meeting.  In all, he took 77 
pictures at the awards program.  You can see them all online at http://
www.flickr.com/photos/gtc_photos/  
 Robert plans to return to convention every year, and has 
agreed to serve as a regular photographer for Company Meeting.  He 
will provide photos for our newsletter and archives, and will periodi-
cally upload his work to the link above so everyone can enjoy! 

Save the Date! 

 

 
 

for the Georgia Theatre Conference 2011 Convention 

Southern Fried Theatre -  
Celebrating the Visions and Voices of Southern Artists 

 
October 13ñ15, 2011        Georgia Southern University  

Statesboro, GA 
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